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Typhoon Yolanda

2013FER/REE305. 71 UE>&Yolanda (35>
&) 1E. 2013F11B8EERIC T U E > FEDEY v
I ERELz, EEROBNIFFHEEST. HXEFI00N
I NNAAINDBN = —BFM#REL. ZDOR 7 UE Y
FEDELIFESICINE T DR OLRECERDFHHA
RIRERICEDEHICREEEDON. FICLA1TEDX
JONERDICERBREEZS | ERI Uiz, BEENR
Ho2r BEISEBLIE2014F1B14BE THESTIE
#6,201 A BBEDOHIITEH. ITHTEEET785A. #
KEBEBA01BALL EEEDONTWS, RE101HFR
DPEIBETEDREDWEEZR T AT IPEE RELRE
ANDWEHREEITI66ENVLLE (H854EM) (IELL
EWVD,

AREElE. T UEVEBARDBRERIE/ZBDEEDITIC.
WHRHICRBEEZBIES 2R EDIREE T,

2013F1MMATHORARBAFOIZ > XERE

In the early morning hours of November 8, 2013, Yolanda
(numerically tagged as “Typhoon 30” in Japan) struck the
Visayan Islands, centrally located within the Philippines. The
typhoon, unfazed by landfall, rampaged across the central
Philippine islands for a day and a half at a force of some 900
hPa, its sustained winds equaling those of a 60m/s tornado,
causing a sustained storm surge in low-pressure areas.
Tacloban City on Leyte Island was most heavily devastated.
Damage assessment as of January 14, 2014, included 6,201
fatalities, an unknown number of injured, 1,785 missing, and
more than 14 million total victims in a period exceeding two
months. Over a million homes were damaged or destroyed,
with damage to infrastructure, agriculture, and fishing
estimated at over 36.6 billion Philippine pesos (85.4 billion
yen).

This publication summarizes the joint eye care outreach
provided by ophthalmologists from Japan and the Philippines.

Reference: Typhoon 30, 2013 (Wikipedia)
Typhoon Haiyan (Yolanda): U.S. and International Response to Philippines Disaster; Congress Research Service

Photo caption: Typhoon Yolanda, shown during its period of maximum strength on November 7, 2013.
Photo: NASA, LAADS Web, HDF File processed by Supportstorm
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Part of the Philippine-Japan Friendship Highway, the San Juanico Bridge connects
the islands of Samar and Leyte. It was constructed in 1973 through Japan's ODA
program. A symbol of friendship between the two countries, the Vision Van crossed

this bridge on its way to Leyte Island.
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In gratitude to those supporting

our Typhoon Yolanda Philippines outreach
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President,

Japan Ophthalmologists Association

Shigeru Takano
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Televised images of Tacloban City, ravaged by Typhoon Yolanda in the
Philippines in November 2013, reminded us of a similar landscape in East
Japan. Memories of the Vision Van, dispatched from the US for mobile eye care
in Japan's tsunami disaster zone, left us wondering if Japan's own Vision Van
could now extend similar assistance to the Filipino typhoon victims. That was
the genesis of our Japan Vision Van venture.

We ultimately provided 1,922 disaster victims with Vision Van eye care for
10 days, from February 19-28, 2014, primarily in Tacloban City. Letters of
appreciation which we subsequently received from Tacloban City and the
Philippine Department of Health attested to the mission's great success, which
can be attributed to the following three reasons in my view.

First, initial observations of the disaster area in Tacloban City, which included
physicians from Japan, emphasized the lack of local facilities in which to
provide medical aid, as most of the roofs of eye care clinics were blown off
by the typhoon. The mobility offered by the Vision Van, serving as a clinic in
distraught areas, played a significant role, as acknowledged by both Japanese
and Filipino physicians. The proverb “seeing is believing” truly illustrated the
situation on the ground.

Second, the Vision Van enabled ophthalmologists originally located in the
disaster area to treat patients with their own hands, something they strongly
desired. Use of the Vision Van by on-site ophthalmologists eliminated the need
for Japan to send human resources. This proved to be of great assistance in
promoting the project idea.

The third reason for the project's success in my assessment was courtesy
round-trip marine transport of the van from Japan to the Philippines. The
Japanese Red Cross Society liaised between Vision Van organizers and “K” Line
RORO Ocean Transportation Services, Ltd., as well as Daito Corporation, Ltd.
We are grateful for the support, which relieved our budgetary considerations.

Of course the success of the Vision Van project was not limited to these
three factors. We cannot forget the central role fulfilled by Project Vision
Van members, whose fiscal assistance and spirit of volunteerism reached out
to disaster victims. Moreover, we extend our gratitude to the Japan National
Society for the Prevention of Blindness and the MESSCUD Medical Waste
Disposal Foundation, two external organizations which offered fiscal support.

In closing, we are profoundly grateful for the help offered by three individuals,
to whom we convey our respect along with our thanks. One is Shinichiro
Matsuguma, who helped prepare an on-site environment in which Japanese
ophthalmologists could function, and who accompanied the Vision Van during
its entire stay in the Philippines. The two other persons of note are Eri Kubota
and Christine Sugiyama, both of MediProduce, Inc. Their troubleshooting
abilities and priceless assistance solved the many operational problems the

Vision Van faced on the ground. We are indeed indebted to you all.
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Executive Director,

The Vision Van: Japanese Ophthalmological Society

At work in the world

Takeshi Yoshitomi
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In the immediate wake of the Great East Japan Earthquake, a
mobile eye clinic known as the Mission Vision Van was airlifted
to the Tohoku disaster site from the University of Miami in the
U.S. for onsite eye care. The success of this endeavor prompted
Japan to create its own version of the mobile clinic as a disaster-
readiness measure, and in March 2013, Miyagi Prefecture
hosted a ceremony to commemorate the vehicle’s debut. I
attended the celebration, but could not have predicted how
events would unfold thereafter——namely, a project to send the
Vision Van to the typhoon-devastated Philippines.

On February 8, 2014, I travelled to the Philippines with Drs.
Shirai (Vice Chair of the Japan Ophthalmologists Association)
and Kato for a final planning session on dispatching Japan’s
Vision Van to Leyte Island. Both the Japanese Embassy
and the Philippine Academy of Ophthalmology Chairman
were involved in our customs clearance negotiations with
the Philippine Department of Health, as that country has a
ban on importation of right-hand drive vehicles. I can never
forget the devastation I witnessed in Tacloban, a city on Leyte
Island. Although Leyte’s population is 1.95 million, there were
apparently only 11 ophthalmologists there before the disaster.
That number reportedly shrank to one following the typhoon,
an unimaginable situation.

By the time the Vision Van arrived, several months had
passed since the typhoon’s damage, but my impression was that
recovery was slow in coming. Thanks to the support of a host of
individuals including local ophthalmologists, the Vision Van
treated over 2,000 patients in just 10 days, and reputedly helped
see the return of some ophthalmologists to their practices on
the island. Our time on Leyte was short, but I sense that we
aided in the restoration of local ophthalmological care.

The World Ophthalmology Conference (WOC) was held in
Tokyo within a month after our trip to the Philippines, but
there was the Vision Van, exhibited at the Imperial Hotel, one
of the conference sites. It felt unreal to see the same eye care
vehicle from which we had worked in the Philippines on display
at the Imperial Hotel. I trust that our Vision Van will continue

to be put to work in the world.
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The tragic circumstances we witnessed in Tacloban City— I was surprised to learn
how many individuals lived in these destroyed homes.

5
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Committee Chair,

Mission Vision Van Organizing Committee

Pooled Efforts Bring Relief
Project to Fruition

Professor and Chair,

Department of Ophthalmology,
School of Medicine, Keio University

Kazuo Tsubota
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The Mission Vision Van project had its genesis in the 2011 Great East
Japan Earthquake. The vehicle arrived from the U.S. as an emergency
import and was dispatched to the Tohoku disaster area to deliver eye care.
The successful treatment of innumerable patients brought widespread
accord that a mobile eye care clinic was needed in disaster zones, leading
the Japan Ophthalmologists Association to elicit governmental support
and produce Japan’s own Vision Van. “This mobile clinic can help us
serve victims anywhere in Japan,” we thought. “And we’re now ready to
repay others’ relief efforts to Japan if something similar happens in Asia.”
No sooner did the thought occur than when the Philippines was hit
by mega-typhoon Yolanda, giving us the opportunity to visit and offer
assistance.

The first step was to contact Dr. Shigeru Takano, Japan
Ophthalmologists Association Chair. He assembled several colleagues,
and we discussed the situation at length. We decided to make a
preliminary inspection of the disaster-stricken area. Upon our arrival
in January, we learned that no ophthalmological treatment had been
available to disaster victims for three months. The Philippine government
requested our help, and the decision was reached to send Japan’s Vision
Van in response.

Considerable staff labor went into Vision Van preparation. Keiichi Kato,
Vice-Chair of the Miyagi Ophthalmologists Association, toiled over
everything, done to the finer details. Dr. Harvey Uy, an ophthalmologist
from the Philippines, was indispensable onsite with Vision Van set-up,
among other things. In cooperation with local physicians and health care
providers, we treated over 2,000 patients during a 10-day interval, which
I trust greatly encouraged local doctors. “You really gave us a lift,” they
declared, their words reverberating powerfully with me even now.

The Philippine Academy of Ophthalmology subsequently decided
to establish a clinic in Tacloban City covering specialties such as
ophthalmology and otolaryngology, with treatment planned to begin this
autumn. In the meantime, we hope for the speediest possible recovery in
the disaster zone.

Japan will be hosting Asia-ARVO in 2015, where I would like to see
us present an intra-Asian agreement—ready to sign—pledging mutual
ophthalmological support in times of crisis.

Personally speaking, the Philippine Vision Van project truly drove home
the realization that a single goal can be realized through the dedicated
cooperation of all concerned. This was a priceless experience for me, and
I look forward to finding more ways to be of service, involving many
individuals in the process. (Dr. Takano, abject apologies for having

increased your workload. I hope you will continue to remain involved!)
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The Philippine Mission: Success
through Group Effort
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Vice President,
Miyagi Ophthalmologists
Association

Keiichi Kato
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En route to the Philippines for our inspection in early 2014, we
felt trepidation. Returning to Japan to prepare the Vision Van
for dispatch, we were awash in high spirits. Yet it was back to
trepidation as launching the van on its journey suffered one holdup
after another. There was no apparent way to transport the vehicle,
for one thing, and bureaucratic permission to export it seemed
to take forever. At last, we somehow got the van on its way to the
Philippines, only to face an avalanche of red tape at that end,
starting with an import ban on right-hand drive vehicles. Each
day as we grappled to find solutions, the word “retreat” crossed
my mind. The issue of domestic transport was also riddled with
problems. On the day that the Vision Van was scheduled for marine
transport to Tacloban City, we learned that the ship had already
sailed. Moreover, the transport truck and vessel awaiting us were not
large enough to accommodate our van. The process juxtaposed our
instincts and local conditions such that it got to the point where one
grew worried if problems were not manifesting themselves. On the
other hand, help came from all sides: companies and organizations,
cooperative local residents, officials who sympathized with our
goal, and above all, the staff who worked together throughout.
They lifted our spirits, declaring that “we will succeed” even as
the setbacks multiplied. Staff optimism propelled us to the finish
line. The Vision Van deployment enormously strengthened the
link between ophthalmologists in Japan and the Philippines; more
significantly, though, pouring everything into a single goal together,
in mutual trust, bonded us profoundly. As the Philippines project
grew, so did my renewed understanding that I could not have done
this alone; it took everyone cooperating together to achieve the goal.
I experienced for myself the importance of communication, that
ultimate cornerstone of modern society that seems to be gradually
slipping away, and feel that the Vision Van experience helped me

grow as a human being, even at this stage in my life.
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Vision Van, the Spark Leading to
a Long-term Recovery Proect

President, Philippine

Academy of Ophthalmology

Harvey Uy
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Typhoon Haiyan, which struck the Philippines on November

8, 2013 with winds reaching speeds of 305 km/hr, was the most
powerful storm to hit a land mass in recorded history. The
tropical cyclone caused catastrophic destruction in Central
Philippines leaving millions of people homeless as entire towns
and cities were destroyed. The hardest hit place was Tacloban
City where a 20 foot storm surge destroyed homes, hospitals,
buildings, and churches and washed sea vessels ashore.
Medical services were disrupted in the ensuing chaos. We at the
Philippine Academy of Ophthalmology were concerned for our
11 members in the region and tried our best to contact them
but it was 3 days before communications were restored. We
learned that all 11 eye doctors in the region lost their clinics,
instruments, and equipment and that they had evacuated the
area. We were in a state of shock.

The silver lining in these dark clouds was that in our moment
of greatest need, we received generous offers of aid from our
colleagues at the American Academy of Ophthalmology and
Japan Ophthalmologists Association whose leaders came and
visited the typhoon affected areas in person.

On February 17, 2014 after a long journey from Tokyo, the
Japan Vision Van arrived in Leyte and was immediately was
brought into action in the Tacloban Astrodome. Because it is a
mobile eye clinic, it was transported to several areas and served
2000 patients in 10 days’ time. The medical team leaders, Dr.
Amelia Reyes and Alfred Lim of the Eastern Visayas Society
of Ophthalmology, together with Japanese volunteers, Prof.
Kazuo Tsubota, Eri Kubota, Shigeru Matsugama, Christine
Sugiyama and their dedicated staff worked tirelessly to render
eye care. Generous donors gave medicines and eye glasses for
distribution.

We also received an important offer of help from the Michael
Brennan, Global Alliances Section of the American Academy
of Ophthalmology (AAO).

Prof. Kazuo Tsubota of Keio University who organized the

We were also introduced to

Bascom Palmer Vision Van which provided eye care services
With their

combined experience with providing aid to disaster victims, we

in earthquake/tsunami affected areas in Japan.

were emboldened to embark on the first disaster response and
rehabilitation project that we later called Eye Will Survive.
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1. Narita Airport to Tacloban city: I rendezvoused
successfully with Dr. Yoshitomi, Vice Chairman Kato and
we depart for Philippines. We caught an early-morning
flight from Manila to Tacloban. Memories of the Great
East Japan Earthquake hung over the Tacloban disaster site
like ghosts. Nevertheless, I was moved by the smiles of the
disaster victims, and inspired to be of service.

2. Encountering the Vision Van in Manila Port: The Vision
Van had trouble clearing customs and was stuck in Manila
Port. Laying eyes upon this noble weather-beaten vehicle in
port, I was inspired, and prayed that our mission would be
successful.

3. Project success: There were a host of other problems, and
at one point, I thought we would simply have to retreat with
the Vision Van. However, I strengthened my resolve, telling
myself that my role was to tie up loose ends. Ultimately,
we saw it through to success, thanks to the devoted efforts
of everyone in the Philippines and those in Japan who
supported the Vision Van. I was amazed at the results of
joint effort and harmonious cooperation.

4. Toyohashi Port: The van was loaded onto a Kawasaki
Kisen vessel in Yokohama, and sailed to Toyohashi Port.
Chairman Takano hails from Yokohama, and Toyohashi is
my own neck of the woods. What a coincidence! I rushed
to port one morning before outpatient work began, and
there was the Vision Van. What a thrill! Listening to the
English of the people working at Toyohashi Port, I felt it
sounded familiar, and when I inquired, I learned that those
individuals were from the Philippines. That morning, we
wished to confirm that the van’s engine worked, but the
vehicle didn’t so much as sputter. Then I remembered: we
needed to deactivate the safety switch! I hopped into the
driver’s seat and phoned Vice Chairman Kato, who was in
Sendai, to consult about the switch. Armed with his input,
we tried again, but the vehicle remained unresponsive. The
battery was as dead. Before I had time to stew and worry,
someone changed the battery and the engine leapt to life.
Way to go, Japan!

5. Returned: After that early-morning experience, I returned
to begin my outpatient work for the day. Later, hearing that
the van had arrived safely in Miyagi Prefecture, I breathed
a huge sigh of relief, as my role of tying up loose ends had
been fulfilled.
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The Vision Van started its medical services on March 17, 2013. Medical staff
provides ophthalmological exams as the van makes the rounds of temporary
housing facilities in the three prefectures suffering the worst damage from the
Great East Japan Earthquake and subsequent tsunami. Each place we visit, the
residents thank us sincerely for making the effort to come, while they relate
current living conditions over a cup of tea. We had provided aid at evacuation
centers immediately following the disaster, but I sense that these follow-up with
the van visits have a significantly different purpose.

Typhoon Yolanda created extensive damage in the Philippines in November
2013. We considered sending the Vision Van to the affected areas, making the
official decision to take action after a site assessment visit. Ophthalmologists
forced to evacuate due to the disaster returned to carry out Vision Van exams.
The 10-day period went by much too quickly, but I am proud to say we were
able to provide excellent medical support to the disaster victims and be of great
international service. Although reconstruction of affected towns is said to be
taking longer than that following the disaster in Japan, I pray that these Vision
Van activities trigger more movement toward the recovery of medical services in

the area.
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On behalf of the Department of Health, Bureau of International Health
Cooperation (DOH-BIHC), I would like to extend my thanks to the
Japan Ophthalmologists Association (JOA) and Philippine Academy of
Ophthalmology (PAO) for initiating Project Vision Van. The wheels were set
in motion when JOA and PAO officers visited the DOH-BIHC office in early
January of this year and proposed their project to us. It was an overwhelming
prospect as it was our first time participating in this kind of project and tackling
the challenges of bringing the Vision Van to the country and returning it back to
Japan.

I was impressed by the speed in which JOA was able to deploy the Vision Van
from Japan and start their medical mission. The Vision Van came at a time of
great need for the people of Tacloban. Almost two thousand patients benefited
from the project. We are truly grateful for the outpouring of international
support following Super typhoon Yolanda, especially from Japan.

We are honored to have been part of this noble project, and we hope to continue
and strengthen the relationship between ophthalmologists in the Philippines

and Japan.
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The Japanese Vision Van arrived in Tacloban City, Leyte,
Philippines, three months after the Super Typhoon “Yolanda”
ravaged Eastern Visayas. It became a symbol of HOPE for people
needing ophthalmologic assistance and for we Ophthalmologists in
the area who were badly affected by the situation. It arrived at the
time when people were returning to their homes and were trying
to rebuild their lives, the time when the state of emergency had
passed and eye problems could start being noticed. However, the
city was still disorganized. The hospitals were in bad shape and the
eye clinics were not operating due to the loss and the destruction of
equipment.

Luckily, with the Vision Van around, we were able to have a place
to see patients. Above all, it was a clinic that went around the area,
bringing eye care to places where it was needed most.

May people came to the van for replacement of their eyeglasses
that were lost during the “storm surge”. Others consulted because
of their pterygium that became noticeable after swimming in the
murky water of the surge. It was a heart-warming sight, looking at
the patients leaving the van with smiles on their faces, with a sense
of “being cared for” by others.

The van stayed in Leyte for only 10 days, but it delivered eye care
to more than 2000 patients in that short period of time. The mission
was made possible through the help of the members of the Eastern
Visayas Society of Ophthalmology, the Philippine Academy of
Ophthalmology, the Japan Ophthalmological Society and Japan
Ophthalmologists Association, who came all the way from Japan
just to help us in the eye mission.

The presence of the van encouraged and inspired our ophthalmic
industry partners to support the mission.

After all, it is the IDEA of CARING for others that matters and the
Vision Van has done just that. It was a project conceived by many
for the simple purpose of caring for others during a time of need. As
a fellow ophthalmologist said, “The ophthalmologist has more heart
than the cardiologist”. Indeed, I am proud to be an ophthalmologist!
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A Gift from the Vision Van
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Kindness, compassion and love for every human being. The wholehearted
willingness to help those in despair. Hope, gratitude and peace of mind. An
experience I won’t forget the rest of my life. These are what the Japan vision
van mission gave me.

After such devastation, we were initially left hanging and could not grasp-
what tragedy hit us. We felt helplessness and despair. We picked up the
pieces and tried to move on, not knowing where and how to start.

It was then that, without asking, our neighbors, both local and
international, came to give us a huge helping hand. The help and kindness
of the Philippine Academy of Ophthalmology (PAO) and the Japan
Ophthalmologists Asssociation (JOA), lifted up our spirits and made
us realize that though victims, we had a role to play for our family and
community.

I and my family had evacuated to Manila. When I heard that the vision
van needed volunteers, I volunteered for the mission. I watched a video
presentation of the vision van from the United States brought to Japan. The
US vision van was manned by local Japanese eye MDs, victims themselves.
I could relate to how the local Japanese eye MDs felt as they picked up their
lives and moved on. This gave me much hope that I, too, could overcome this
tragedy.

We were all excited when the Japan vision van finally arrived. We spent the
first 6 days of the mission visiting barangays (wards) in Tacloban, seeing and
treating an average of 150 to 200 patients a day. Since the typhoon, I had not
received any type of formal stress debriefing, but working with the Japan
vision van and seeing gratitude in the patients’ eyes was in itself a kind of
stress debriefing for me.

A group of Japanese working for the optical company Paris Miki gave us
free reading glasses. We did the refraction and they distributed glasses.
I can’t put into words how I felt seeing a group of people, from different
cultures, with the same aspirations, meeting for the first time and working
together as one.

Maybe because people learned about the vision van, we saw an increase
in the number of patients seen during our last days of the mission. Patients
from other towns texted me and requested the vision van visit them, too.
Yes, it was tiring but I felt it only at night.

It was an inspiring experience, and it felt fulfilling to be lent a helping hand
and being able to help in turn those who needed it most. The smiles on my
patient’s faces were enough for me.

Words can’t express the gratitude I feel for those who have helped us in
these trying times. Thank you, Japan. Thank you to our partners in the
ophthalmic industry. Thank you to Dr. Mae Singzon and Dr. Emil Jaca, who
came from Cebu to help us during our Dulag and Palo visit. Thank you very
much, JOA and PAO. God Bless.
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The Vision Van: Delivering hope
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The project’s path to success was fraught with obstacles. We ran
headfirst into multiple problems getting the Vision Van to the
disaster site of this developing nation: Customs clearance, van
transport to Leyte Island, and a failure to make headway using
Japanese common sense. Through it all, however, one Leyte
ophthalmologist steadfastly looked forward to the Vision Van’s
arrival. Dr. Alfredo Lim, reared on Leyte Island, despaired of
working on the ravaged island and had evacuated to Manila after
losing his home and clinic in the devastation. “I had given up all
hope of working on Leyte,” Dr. Lim had confessed. He was one of
the ophthalmologists who ultimately decided to return to the island
and dedicate himself to the medical care of Leyte’s many victims.

The Vision Van arrived a week late in Leyte. Dr. Lim reacted like
a child in a candy store, when he saw the van for the first time. His
eyes sparkled and his heart fluttered in excitement. And then it
was 10 solid days of outpatient work, during which time Dr. Lim
energetically examined 150-200 disaster victims each day. I could
almost see the word “hope” imprinted on the forehead of this
exhausted but gratified doctor. The Vision Van had transcended
national boundaries to revitalize this individual physician.

The Philippines project resulted in the successful examination/
treatment of about 2,000 victims. For me, however, the importance
of helping people was not found in the numbers, but rather in the
determination of how to be useful to each individual person in the
moment. The Vision Van restored hope to an ophthalmologist who
had fallen victim to resignation and despair. For that reason alone,
I felt the project was surely a success. As a local resident, I had
been given a front-row seat to witness that beautiful drama which
transcends borders: the human saga of restored hope where despair
had taken root. My heartfelt appreciation goes out to one and all

who participated in the Vision Van project.
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With Japan’s willingness and eagerness to help Yolanda victims,
they came up with a project. The project was made possible with
the cooperation of Philippine Academy of Ophthalmology through
the Eastern Visayas Society of Ophthalmology (EVSO). This was
called “Japan Vision Van”. The van had a complete set of machines
and instruments (visual acuity meter, lensmeter, automated
refractometer, keratometer and tonometer and slit lamp) needed
for complete eye examination and to provide free consultation and
treatment to patients with eye problems.

Many patients were served in all areas we went; all their eye
concerns were addressed. Eye drops were given to those with eye
problems. Available glasses were also given to patients having
refractive errors. Luckily, we were joined by a representative from a
team (who was Japanese also) who incidentally passed by the vision
van. They gave us bags full of corrective/refractive glasses and
helped us distribute them to patients.

Having been able to join in the vision van was such a fun,
exhausting but rewarding experience. Being an ophtha nurse in
an eye clinic, I was invited to participate and be one of the team.
I was glad because the instruments were very familiar to me and
was knew how to handle them. It was a bit overwhelming at first
but every minute was a learning process. I felt that I was committed
to this project because I was able to help others by giving them
services. It was very uplifting to witness patient smile back at you,
and repeatedly thank everyone in the team. Some even cried for joy.
Eventually, all our efforts paid off.

It was such an awesome experience not only because I was able to
provide services to people but also because I was able to meet new
people and hang out with them (the Vision van team). I was very
grateful and proud of myself for being part of this once in a lifetime
opportunity. The Japan Vision Van was a huge success and I looking
forward to another Japan-Philippines partnership. A big thanks
to Japan for bringing the Vision Van to Leyte. We will always be
reminded of your generosity in helping our place during the time

we were down. My heartfelt gratitude to the Japanese community!
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feb.19: 154 patients
CITY. 168 patients

Feb: 21: 174 patients
Feb. 22: 127 patients

TANAUNAN Feb. 24: 254 patients:

= DULAG Feb. 26: 226 patients
Republic of ﬂig Philippines =
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19th. Feb. 2014  08:30 ~ 14:45 Lukban, Barangay 54, Magallanes, Tacloban City 154
20th. Feb. 2014  08:30 ~ 15:45 San Jose, Barangay 86, Tacloban City 168
21st. Feb. 2014  08:30 ~ 16:35 Astro Dome, Tacloban City Convention Center, Tacloban City 174
22th. Feb. 2014  08:30 ~ 15:15 Leyte Progressive High School, Anibong, Tacloban City 127
23th. Feb. 2014  08:45 ~ 15:15 Municipal Hall, Basey, Samar 147
24th. Feb. 2014  09:30 ~ 16:45 Mucinipal Hall, Tanauan, Leyte 254
25th. Feb. 2014  09:00 ~ 16:00 Mucinipal Hall, Tolosa, Leyte 206
26th. Feb. 2014  09:30 ~ 16:25 Our Lady of Refuge Parish Church, Dulag, Leyte 226
27th. Feb. 2014  09:00 ~ 16:00 Metropolitan Cathedral Archdiocese of Palo, Palo 252
28th. Feb. 2014  09:10 ~ 15:30 Sta.Fe Town Hall, Sta.Fe, Leyte 214
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On January 30, 2014, the Vision Van departed
Daikoku Futo in Yokohama Port for its marine
transport to Manila. The vehicle was subsequently
transferred from Manila to Tacloban City, where
it served as an eye care base from Wednesday,
February 19 through Friday, February 28,
2014. During that 10-day period, some 1,922
patients received eye care. A medical team of
two ophthalmologists from the Eastern Visayas
Ophthalmology Association), Orthoptists, and
nurses treated close to 200 patients each day.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit. Aenean commodo ligula eget dolor.
Aenean massa. Cum sociis natoque penatibus et
magnis dis parturient montes, nascetur ridiculus
mus. Donec quam felis, ultricies nec, pellentesque
eu, pretium quis, sem. Nulla consequat massa quis
enim. Donec pede justo, fringilla vel, aliquet nec,
vulputate eget, arcu. In enim justo, rhoncus ut,
imperdiet a, venenatis vitae, justo. Nullam dictum
telis eu pede mollis pretium.

[E&A (MD) ]

FAUT - LAIA NY—F T~ —fFbe

Dr. Amelia C. Reyes Mother of Mercy Hospital

7Ty R- UL PAO—EVSOHA A >4 —RTR&k

Dr. Alfred I. Lim

INES-SVII T4
Dr. Elvira C. Lanuevo

Ot=—-RI -5
Dr. Roseny Mae Singson

IIN-F7YRL-P110H
Dr. Emil Andre R. Jaca
[#aedlwLE (ORT) ]
FLYy-JUF7

Teresa A. Soria
IZTI-RAH-AROR
Yoradyl Myca L. Bolos
ALY -NEI-SEOVT
Karen Hazel P. Lanzarrote
[Z0ft (others) ]
{7 —

Edgar
TAVEVERXN—

PAO-EVSO-Japan Eye Center RTR Hospital Tacloban City Philippines
REY ViR

Eastern Visayas Regional Hospital
TITRREAT A D> 82—

Asian Hospital Medical center

PAO—EVSOBA 71> 2—RTRmkE
PAO-EVSO-Japan Eye Center RTR Hospital Tacloban City Philippines

Y —F T —fRk
Mother of Mercy Hospital
T H—F Tv——FiE
Mother of Mercy Hospital

SR N =28 ot T Ae 2 —
Tacloban Doctors’ Medical Center

BT
The driver

Everyone at 781B, 81D, Philippine Army

17



HAREZ 2

2011 &£ 3 BORBAREXEEBEER NS, BHERRIES
[FEILAZERIEH L. DN 240 BISED SRR ERE
TEFRESETOELE. ZOROBEPTE tITREIZ RIS
SHEEINA (ZEZFLEXDER) 2&TL. BEHKEAD
BNV TORMEERSBEERHELE L.

CORBEEZEG. BARMESZIECHEED]ZLTA
DERBIEBRNEEDI T EBICKURLE SR IENTEELE.
ZFDOHRTH, KEVA 7IREDSTH SN -REERSTIEE
i (Mission Vision Van) OjEEIE. BZRERDEDHHY)E
L7z, Y173 ARZED Mission Vision Van i, KETEE %
AB2FEN)T— AN —F] OBRICHEKEFTIEICHE>TE
RRIEAOZEEmT C Y,

COEMDFEROGDH>C BEILEIZERERZEICED
ﬁHBﬂé&iEEU\EK?®E93>N>WWh£@U$b
7z. 2012 £ EHEERERGEO—IR T BHEND
WERAIERI @ﬂ&*iﬁ%%@-Téhibtot/a/
NUE 2018 FICEHERRBIESDH LAY, BILREIE
SEESCERPHASIN. FRICIFHKEhESREKE L.
BRRERZRELTVNDIED. KERFICIFERE LB TD
T EEHORFICANTESZITOCVET,

2N BRI

FBRNLAY T2

MRASHATr7OT72—A
PUIVATA—)—> - A1
D TEDI NV EBDBIEITBR TEEODITIFARNIC
BRTLE. DPAT JOTF1—AEICEBRRARYTELTE)
HaAmLThobTH458%. ROBETHE 71> &
HOBREBR TR DESZDTY, FAOREEFHRHIE
EWVNCEBEROERD OBENZEZS JE/»’((AKK&),HET
LD, 1$BDFEAH TRI2EBIRICDODVWTEL LGB TN
E2lEs
11 B A, FMFT7rUEICTED 3 /N ZFBADETE
PhHdIEEEICLELE, HBLRRITNIEEY VEEREIC
FEDANTBOREBIFICRDZEEMY, ETHRDLE L.
Z LT ZDETEIFFAICE 2 CHREZ BT 2720 DiEsF D= T
UiEe
[E2a NV FFEFEHETERNRT—ATHY. K&t
ECHDODIALEICESTT/AY I NEBAEDKRIMTLED D,
ERISESN T AP TCE<LOMBICEmMLELE. LML, £8B
DBHEFZBOSDIFTIET IV 7O 17 MEIESE.
BINZRODZEDTEE L,
(B3> N\ BEIICTAUEVEBREND 2 DOED
BRI ERY. MEORBEMERILZTOY TN D
THBESE ClEDIUELTA. FABRTODIINIBNTE L
[FFANCEDTAREREVTY, F/z. Z2LOHE#MLIEATZBICH
RATEZE. FOPARZRRBEEA TN EZED. FATES
TH—EZD. BTELEREBRERUELE,
IS, [EVa>N\V] OV IINMIEDNEIEEZETH
SIS C NESTIS 2| cates - 2D 7 A Sl G
TERBEARRITEEREREELTOET.

In the immediate wake of the March 2011 Great East Japan
Earthquake, the Miyagi Ophthalmologists Association and the
Tohoku University ophthalmological department jointly supported
eye care treatment outreach to disaster victims over a 240-day
period. This effort was followed by operation of a mobile eye care
unit which liaised with on-site shelters and medical clinics to offer
victims quality ophthalmological care.

This on-site eye care was realized through support from the Japan
Ophthalmologists Association and the many ophthalmologic
practitioners nationwide who contributed their expertise. One
amazing form of support came from the Mission Vision Van,
a mobile eye care unit which was airlifted to Japan from the
University of Miami in the U.S. The vehicle had delivered eye care
to victims of America's devastating Hurricane Katrina some years
earlier.

These Vision Van missions drew attention to emergency eye care
readiness, yielding the conclusion that Japan needed a van of its
own. In 2012, Miyagi Prefecture gave the Miyagi Ophthalmologists
Association approval to commission a Vision Van as part of the
overall revitalization of prefectural medical care. The vehicle--made
in Japan-- was purchased and launched in 2013 under the auspices
of the Miyagi Ophthalmologists Association. Today, the van
continues its rounds in the Tohoku disaster zone, standing ready for
dispatch to domestic sites in times of crisis, and to overseas disaster
areas in relief operations.

— FEEDDRIGENRER —

MediProduce, inc.
Christine Marie Suing-Sugyama

My involvement with the Vision Van was entirely by chance. It
had only been four months since I started working at Mediproduce,
Inc. as an international staff when Supertyphoon Yolanda hit the
Philippines, my home country. My family and relatives back home
were safe as they did not live in the path of the storm, but they told
me about the devastation further south.

By late November, I heard about plans to bring the Vision Van
to the Philippines. I knew that the Vision Van would be a big help
to the people of Eastern Visayas, so I was relieved when the plan
pushed through. It was the perfect opportunity for me to help my
home country. As the Vision Van was a very special case and it
was the first time for all involved to initiate this kind of project, we
faced many challenges along the way. However, through everyone's
support and efforts, Project Vision Van became as success.

I am glad to have participated in this project as a bridge between
the Philippines and Japan, helping strengthen the friendship
and bond between the two countries. Along the way, I met many
extraordinary people who inspired me and had a unique and
fulfilling experience.

I am honored to have been involved with the Vision Van. The
friendships and experience I gained will last a lifetime.
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From Yokohama to the Philippines
— the Vision Van’s 10,000-km voyage
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We made a quick decision after receiving a request for marine
transport of the Vision Van, as we imagined the faces of the
families that our Filipino crew members would have to leave
behind temporarily. Several thousand Filipino crew members,

‘SN \\\v\w\Vv\aN\N

including employees from our own group companies, boarded

a “K” Line ship the shared concern expanded to reach those in

E;’%’ﬁiiﬁtﬂ;@i?;& every part of the process, from loading and shipping to
*Zf ;('1’ | lf;oo)ﬁf-% clearing customs and discharge. The effort resulted in the
/J‘: ‘: successful marine transport of the Vision Van to and from the
PLOBRICILTID Philippines. Every member involved feels grateful for the
TRBVDEREFRE—F opportunity to have helped those affected by the disastrous
RAHLTVET, Typhoon Yolanda.
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“K” Line
(Philippines)
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“K” Line (PHILIPPINES), Inc.
Katsumi Teranishi

“Thank you, sir’
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On February 27, 2014, I visited the Vision Van while it was
stationed at a church on the outskirts of Tacloban City on Leyte
Island in the Philippines, an area devastated by Typhoon
Yolanda. People crowded around the bus, waiting to be seen by
the medical staff. When a doctor from the Philippine Academy
of Ophthalmology introduced me to the crowd as “the president
of “K” Line Philippines, the company that transported this
Vision Van all the way from Japan,” they all said, “Thank you,
sir” in unison. I can still hear those words to this day. I
immediately felt that the greeting was a wonderful reward for
the dedicated staff that succeeded in bringing the Vision Van to
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THdHB. an environment so different from Japan.
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Award
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Project Vision Van received recognition from the Philippine government and administrative offices.
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The project gained the attention of media outlets in Japan and the rest of the world.
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Post - Mission
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On July 9, 2014, the 1st Project Vision Van Report Meeting was held
at Hotel Okura at Minato-ku, Tokyo. The activities of the Vision Van
in the Philippines were presented during the meeting. At the post-

meeting gathering, an awarding ceremony was conducted to show
appreciation for the people who helped with the project.
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The activities of Project Vision Van - Yolanda Mission were reported during the the regular
meeting of the Japan Medical Association (JMA). The JMA president highly acclaimed the
cooperation between medical groups and private enterprises towards a successful project.
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W O C —C 0) ,E T ™\ (Exhibit of Vison Van at World Ophthalmology Congress of The International Council of Ophthalmology)
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Upon its return from the Philippines, the Vision Van
was immediately put on exhibit from April 2. It was
exhibited at the Imperial Hotel, a WOC venue. Many
ophthalmologists from various contries came to visit the
Vision Van.




Post - Mission
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Japan National Society for the Prevention of Blindness
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Ophthalmologists Federation of TOHOKU
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AEAEEAN BRIRBIESR AHHEEA BEAREIRLHS

Japan Ophthalmologists Association Japanese Association of Certified Orthoptists
ARMEEA BRREZS —igtEEAN BRREERESR S

Japanese Ophthalmological Society Japan Ophthalmic Instruments Association
BEHRRHES R/

Miyagi Ophthalmologists Association ~ Japan Ophthalmic Pharmaceutical Manufacturer’s Association
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Japan Medical Association JAPAN CONTACT LENS ASSOCIATION
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Teodoro Herbosa Undersecretary of Department of Health Area Cluster for NCR and Southern Luzon
EH Eth 7T RERIT
Tatsuya Kanai Asian Development Bank
A 1 & TE71VEVBAREAEREFRRE7Z 1
Junichi Nitta Second Secretary (Health Attache)-Embassy of Japan in the Phillipines
1 S R TE71VEVBAREXFEEMB7Z 1
Tomonori Sato Second Secretary (Financial Attache)-Embassy of Japan in the Phillipines
T fh— & MIATBUEANERGHOHEE (JICA) BESHE 7 N1 —
Shin-ichi Takenaka Adviser on Health Sector -Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)
31T Publication #ER  Tlanslation
Project Vision Van Yolanda Mission Marian Kinoshita(MDK Translations, Inc.)
31T AB Date of Issue THA &L AF7IN  Design and Layout
October 10, 2014 Life management, Co., Ltd.
fREW  Editorial Cooperation
MediProdice, Inc.
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